1. AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS : 

1. (Currently Amended) In combination a tube for storing 
micro-litre volumes and a multi-well plate having a bottom surface and 

extending through the plate to said bottom surface, said through bores for 
receiving o tube in a corresponding one of the through bores in said 
multi-well plate, the tube "^.^s o \^ ^v\o 'd ends, the tube being open 

at Hio ^if St end and adapted .\ \^ ^ ond to tee engage the bottom 
surface of the multi-well plate, the tube comprising: 

a body portion of substantially square cross section corresponding to 
the cross section of the through bores; 

a shoulder portion near at said one end of the body portion and 
providing the open end of the tube, the cross section of the shoulder portion 
being greater than that of the body portion; and, 

a formation ^ . \^ ^ s o^^--^ . v\ ^ \" ^ o^- 

so I 0 ^ 0' ^ : 0 OS providing a connector portion at the ^>OvO \^ end 
of the tube Sv^iJ tor rn^jt uin.. b.eiDS..dMQrmabie.. s i z e d to t«t throiKih the 

" 0 ^/"^ 0 nui 10 o\tond through the bottom surface to form a fef snap 
fit engagement f n the thro u gh bore with said t he bottom surface of the 
multi-well plate. 

2. (Previously Presented) A tube according to claim 1, further 
comprising a closure member disposed to close the open end. 

3. (Previously Presented) A tube according to claim 2, wherein the 
closure member comprises a foil cap. 

4. (Previously Presented) A tube according to claim 2, wherein the 
closure member is a self-sealing member. 



3 



5. (Previously Presented) A tube according to claim 4, wherein the 
self-sealing closure member is a split septum. 

6. (Previously Presented) A tube according to claim 1, wherein the 
body and shoulder portions are formed separately from the snap fit 
connector portion. 

7. (Previously Presented) A tube according to claim 6, wherein the 
snap fit connector portion has a dot code on it. 

8. (Previously Presented) A tube according to claim 6, wherein the 
body and shoulder portions are formed from a translucent or transparent 
material. 

9. (Previously Presented) A tube according to claim 8, further 
comprising a spigot at the interface between the body portion and the snap 
fit connector portion. 

10. (Previously Presented) A tube according to claim 1, wherein the 
body portion and snap fit connector portion are co-moulded. 

11. (Currently Amended) In combination a tube for storing fluid and 
a multi-well plate having a bottom surface and through bores -Kv^iiU} a 

"^t \ square cross section extending through the plate to said 
^o^:o surface, said through bores for receiving one said tube in a 
corresponding one of the through feeares bor.gsJn said multi-well plate, the 
tube ^is^-^i i\; . being open at '-lo ^ s^'^s -.n>."^ end and 

adapted to engage the bottom surface of the multi-well plate, the tube 
comprising: 

a body portion of substantially square cross section 
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a shoulder portion near afe said first,€M^-e end of the body portion 
and providing the open end of the tube, the cross section of the shoulder 
portion being greater than that of the body portion; and 

a 00 0 . o ^ flared connector portion at the s . end 

of the tube . \: o^^-^^. son ^^ro^,HOi ih^^n th-v tn> o ^ \^ 

deformabb'' to ni th?ouoh the through bore and to o^to \ 0" o ^"-^ 
bottom surface to form a fe f snap fit engagement in the thr ough bore with 
the bottom surface of the multi-well plate. 

said flared connector portion having an identification code 
provided thereon. 

12. (Previously Presented) A tube according to claim 11, wherein 
the connector and body portions are formed separately from different 
materials. 
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